A Typical Day in Room 20
Have you ever wondered what your child does each day in school?
 Here is a generally what our days look like. 

Opening- Say the Pledge of Allegiance, take attendance, choose today’s VIP’s (line leaders and helpers of the day), watch morning announcements on Channel 10.

Calendar-We spend time each day discussing the days of the week, months of the year, what day of first grade are we on, counting by 5’s,10’s, counting money, place value. The children especially like to look for special days on the calendar. (Birthdays, field trips, pizza day…)
Reading/Language Arts- During this 90 minute block of time children are involved in reading, writing and spelling activities. The students are involved in small group reading instruction time with me, reading independently, spelling assignment, computer time and journal writing. Also during this time your child will go to an assigned “Work Station” (learning center) each day. 

Fundations/Phonics Lesson-The fourteen Fundations units give the children the tools they need for tapping out (decoding)  unknown words. (You will receive parent letters for each unit of study.)
Recess and Lunch- Please be sure your child dresses appropriately for the seasons of outside recess. The students go outside almost year around unless it is severely cold or raining. Recess is a great way to burn off some energy, clear the brain, have fun with friends and get some exercise!

Math-We use the Everyday Math Program. It is a spiraling math program. In the first two chapters your child will be exposed to all the elements we will practice throughout the school year. Then we will continue to practice and refine these skills through chapter ten!

The program includes a Math Homelinks homework page that goes with the math lesson taught each day. You will find that it is pretty easy and your child should be comfortable with the skill because he/she just practiced it in school that day. 


All of the math lessons are on the Smart Board. The children have their own math tool box with all the tools they need each day. (calculator, ruler, money, clock, number cards, dice, shape template) We play a lot of partner games in math class during the year. 

We usually have math for 50-60 minutes per day.

Story- I read to the class each day. Often the read aloud stories are on a theme or an author study.

Science or Social Studies

Our 30 minute science and social studies lessons cover a variety of topics. We use the Harcourt Brace textbook for both subjects. 

I can access the science book online and put it on the Smart Board. We are in the second year of using this science textbook. I have found many short videos from United Streaming/Discovery Channel to supplement our topics of study. 

In Social Studies we use a big book textbook that is also relatively new. Our field trips are often tied into our social studies program. We have a Thanksgiving Feast Day, Heritage Day and  Pioneer Day that go with our course of study in Social Studies. 

We have Science two times a week and Social Studies two times a week. 

Writing


This is a whole group writing time. We may write about a book we have read, write a poem or write an original story. Students are encouraged to use invented spelling and each child has their own dictionary to use to find correct spelling or for me to add a word to their dictionary.
My role during this time is to guide the children through the writing process. An important part of writing is to have the children read aloud what they wrote. This is often when they find their errors and then can fix them. 
Sometimes parents type our stories for a final published project and other times the student work is finished during class writing time.
We usually do whole group writing three times a week. 

Pack up for Home

Students get their mail, backpack, coat etc and get ready to listen for their bus to be called. 

Notes

I did not add our special subjects in this schedule.
On Fridays we clean out our desks and read our Weekly Reader. 
Occasionally there is time for a game of Hangman, Heads Up 7UP, Bingo or an extra story!
Now you know why your child is so smart and possibly a little tired each day!
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